- statevnde mlmmumwage has
.- huge consequences for home

‘and communlty-based prov1d—‘

ers.
‘Our calculations reveal

- that, when fully 1mp1e_mented,

this proposal would cost home
care a stunning $1.9 billion.
-Unlike institutions, such as
‘hospitals, home carehasa

higher concentration-of work-

force costs. Thus, the impact
“for home care is larger.
The Homecare Associa-
- tion has long advocated for
. improved reimbursement to
support home care worker
wages and benefits. We agree

. that staff should be compen- .
sated in measure to the valued-

work they doserving New
York’s elderly and chronic-

'care populatlons at home A

well-compensated staff also

-means less turnover, bet- .
' ter patient care and higher
- tpatlent satisfaction. B
- However;, most: of home care

is supported by Medicaid and
Medicare, public programs

- that already inderpay the cost-
- of care, absent a new wage °

mandate. As itis, two-thirds
of New York’s certified home
care agencies are operatmg in
thered.

- Funding for thls wage
mandate isvital. Past hlstory

' gives us pause. Onereason, -
among many, why home care - -

. providersare struggling is due
to pastlaborrequirements -

and unfunded mandates
without appropriate payment.

'The state’s promises to reflect”

Home care needs 'crltlcal fundmg

A proposed mcrease to the : . ‘ these new costs through .
reimbursement changes, have .
- either fallen short orbeen”

. unevenly distributed.

Much attention hasbeen,
drawn to the worthy mini-

‘mum wage discussion;but
- adequate funding is needed to

back it up and, more impor-
tantly, to support an already
struggling industry. '
What’s also troubling is the
fact that this new mandate
draws focus away from home

- _care needs long left unad-.
dressed. These include the
~ chronie undennve_stment of .

home care’s infrastricture for
health’ 1nformatlon technol-

‘ogy and other purposes, as

well as the urgent need for
reimbursement reforms to -
repair an already precarious

. financ1a1 profile.

Rennbursement and -

. ‘program fixes; as we have
. proposed, would support

home care’s needed participa-
tion in health system reforms .
that have otherwise prov1ded
billions of investment dollars

for other sectors,

Notably, home care is
poised to lead in meeting

"these other worthy goals in

health care, like reducing .
avoidable hospital admlssmns,

. butnot in home care’s current

state of underinvestment,and
certainly not with anew $1.9
billion unfunded cost obllga-

tlon
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